Information for Candidates in Macon County.

Why do you want to run?

e Change something?

e Servant’s Heart?

o Need three items to form platform

o Once you have your platform, write a stump speech that you can pretty much memorize
and revise as you go.

e Representative of the Community needs- Make sure that your reasons for running correspond
with the needs of the community and that you are prepared to defend those reasons.

Can you run for office?

e Call Board of Elections for the requirements. They do not give advice. They do not interpret the
law, but they are most helpful with the process. Judy Fritts, Melanie Thibault and John
Williams. Tele: 828-349-2034

e Register during the appropriate time frame. You can announce earlier, but that triggers other
requirements. Assure you are properly prepared by checking with the BOE.

e Are you within the correct boundaries?

o Districts in Macon are a bit wonky. Have the BOE check to assure you are running for
the correct spot

e Have you read the town/county charter?

e Who are you going to run against?

Vetting
e No one knows you better than yourself
o Create a well worded bio that you can use multiple times.

e Check your social media. Assure that everything is as vanilla as possible. Not a lot of partying,
swearing, etc.

e Do you have anything you don’t want people to learn about you?

e Ideas for fundraising: Campaign announcement party (friends and family), meet and greets, fish
fry, pig roast, etc.

e Invest in campaign giving envelopes if you are accepting donations. There are requirements for
information to be gathered from donors to your campaign. Max donation from individual donor
is $6,800. There are also limits on the amount of cash you can receive from donors. KNOW the
rules!

e Most mistakes in campaigns happen with the financials. Make sure to stay on top of this!

e You must pay your treasurer at least $1

Campaign Laws and Campaign Finance Laws

e NCSBE.gov

Events

e  Christmas Parade November 30th. No political campaigning, but you are welcome to ride with

us on the float.



Sheriff Forum January 10" . Great day to shake hands. Wear your shirt.

Commissioners Debate February, 2026 TBD

Grande Olde Party, February 24" @ Barn- Opportunity to speak to the crowd. Lots of hands to
shaking, show your support of the GOP.

County Commissioners Meetings 2" Tuesday of each month

Town Council Meetings 1* Monday of each month

School Board Meetings- they work closely with the County Commissioners (dates, times and
places vary- call the administration office.

Marketing

Emails

Texting Campaigns

Phone calls- GOP has database to provide phone numbers

Social Media- separate social accounts for your candidacy (Facebook, Instagram, X)

“Uniform” for outings- get a couple of shirts embroidered with your name and the seat you are
seeking, t-shirts for your family.

Signs- best placed in individual’s yards, 2" in neighborhoods, 3" in public places. Private
property anytime. Right of Ways 30 days before the start of early voting: Monday, January
12™. We will have a sign-a-poluza on that date!

o Be sure to bring 15 signs to HQ by March 1%, so we can get them out to the precinct
locations.

Meet and Greet at GOP Headquarters. We are willing to host a meet and greet to invite
potential voters to learn more about Republican Candidates.

o GOP will provide: Venue, two signs “Come Party With” and your campaign sign; set up
at Highlands Road; paper products, complementary drinks (depending on “theme”) case
of water, we will decorate two tables with chairs for seating outside and one table
inside for food placement. Our budget is $50 per candidate.

Mailers are the most expensive but most effective means to get information into voter’s hands.

o UPS store is a great resource.

o NCGOP will reach out once you file with a mailing discount.

= Contact at NCGOP is Dakota Cook. Dakota.cook@ncgop.org. He will be able to
help you or point you in the right direction.

Ask to speak to various groups:

o Macon County Republican Women’s Club- Vivian Honey, President 828-332-8220.

o Community meetings: Rotary Club, VFW, etc.

o Property Owner’s Associations or Home Owner’s Associations
Door knocking to businesses (candidates cannot accept donations from businesses), limited
ability for door knocking at homes in rural areas. MCGOP can provide Republican and/or
Unaffiliated door knocking addresses by street name.
Allison Billboards: Kristie Frady (Sylva Office) kristie.allisonoutdoor@gmail.com, 828-226-
5855
AM & PM Drive times and noon-time sponsor of the news or weather. Call the radio station.
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This is considered to be a guide for any person seeking election in Macon County. It is not
intended to support or endorse any specific candidate, but is available for all Republican
candidates. This is not all encompassing, but rather a guide from lessons learned with boots
on the ground. If you discover other information that you believe might be helpful to others in
the future, please email maconncgop@gmail.com

For more information please check www.ncsbe.gov
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